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It is imperative iu any geographical
analysis of the transportaticn n,:twork of
lndia rot to jurt cocsider the existiug
infrastructure, or the changes it has
undergone during the last decade, or rnigllt
undergo in the riext decade, but to see its
development rn a historical frame, S. K.
Munsi's Monograph ic a contribution to the
understanding of the historical dimension of
the de'zelopment oi the traniilortation
infrastructrrre iu Eastern India. Munsi gives

a detailed account of the di$erent means of
transportation, the transportation network
and its priorities and functions during the
earlier days t'rf the East India Connp:uy antl
the period of British rule in India. Special
chapters are dedicated to road transport,
steam navigation and railivay development.
Each chapter gives a well d,ocumented
account of the phases of histcrrical develop-
ment and their geographical and econcmical
implications, The final chapter deals with
the cclonial irnperatives of transportaticn
network development" Here, the author
elaborates with, the special features of
netrvork development in Easiern India, the
overemphasis oo railway transport and
the convergence of all transprot anC irade
activities on Calcutta, and compares the
Indian situation with network development
models of other underdeveloped countries.

Numerous tables concerning road catego-
ries, distances involved, articles of export
and import, value of trade and passefiger

transport serve as valuable clear source of
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infc,rn:aticri. The text is illustratcd by sixte*n
ni;ipri, $oflie of th*m. like the growth of
rli!ways in Eali,.:rn India :;horv at a glance
the der.el:::mi-ni pha-tes. Regretrably, a

n':mber of mrps ;uff*r from oter re<iuction.
The coatenr of the maps ir rath*r descrip
tive. It *,rrulC h ive b;en mGre !nfdr:mative if
the relativr: impourrnce of thc thr:ee means
cf transpcrt, or the volrru:e of transport
handled lr,, ';he trunk arid feeder roads In
or? [ranspcrt systeix, would have faund a
cartogr;phic [ir r' jrri0r.roJ r.

In ti:is i:rt-rnogllph. S" Ii. lvf ur;i;: has suc-
ceedeil in demonstraliirg t; logical sequcnce
cf der,*iopment of rhe tra:.i;portati*n network
iu East*rn Inrlie ,rhich ir: basrci ou relief,
econonrjc iufraslructnre. ixduslrial develop-
mcrts, tecirncli:gical advauces and above
eli, tire col,.;rial l:re d:;. 1\4eaus *f tralrsporta.
tion re main stagnant, e xperience a fast
development or uude rgo curtailment
according to cclonial-economic require-
menls. prafits, rentabilities and decision
making, as Munsi shorvs for exarnple in the
deve iopn:crii of road lriintp$rt. The author
elaboiates thr: r;h*rt,;oit,ings of the trans-
portaticn nr:trvork under the British rule
from the point of .",iew of India's eccnomic
devr:lopmenl. like the conv;rge*ce of al!
tran$port systr:ryli! in Calcurta, the terminal
point l*r overseas export aud import, the
absence of ci'oss linkager. the relative
neglect oi watrrways and r,rads. Though
the author r)erijs with most ol the aspects
of transportation geography, the monograph
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would have been more complete, if a better
qualitative assessment of the problems
involved would have been attempted by him,
like the volume of goods handled, and not
only the financial earnings. In an overall
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assessment it is a gilod monograpb, which
all those interesteetr in the transport system
of the country, will find of immense value.

J. I(. D.
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Introduction to population geography is

the first handy trr-"atise on the subject by
Indian authors. This makes it a welcome
addition to the already existing texts on
population geography, as the discipline
whieh is fast acquiring increasing
recognization in social and economic
planning as well as an independent course of
study in the University departmetrts in India.
The contents of the book have been

organized with a vicw to meeting the needs

of the graduate level students in a compre-
hensive manner.

The introduotory chapter orr the nature
and scope of population geograpby packs

in a nut shell the subject matter and its
development to the beginners, rvho would
otherrvise be required to refer to
voluminous material on the subject.
Chapter II on the Sources of Data anC the
Problems of Handling Data, and the third
chapter on Distribution and Density of
population are concise and provide a clear
picture of the association of population
with physical and cultural factors. The
chapter on the growth of population is the
most exhaustivc, treating earh and every
aspect of the component of population
growth in a systematic manner.

The treatment of the next three chapters

unf,ortunately is rather superficial and tends
to be somewhat skerchy, The authors might
perhaps like to give a fuller treatment to
these topics in a later edition. The
chapters on Economic characteristics
( chapter IX ), Urbanization ( X ), and
Population and Resources ( XI ), ably
introduce these topics to a student of
population geography. The influenee of
economic characteristics of a population on
the demographic aitributes is shown in the
chapter on the Economic Resources, while
the contrasting features af livelihood
patterns and the degree of socio-economic
interaction between the rural and urban
population is rvell discussed in the chapter
on Urbanization.

In addition to tho final ehapter on
population and resources, the authors rnight
have rounded up the book by includi.ng a
chapter devoted exclusively to population in
the developing courtries, higblighting in pa-
rticular, the trends and problenns oftheseco.
untries" AII in all the book will be a useful
introductorytext for Indian University stud.
ents, for it provides in a compact form the
fundamental concepts of the subject, which
today is emerging, as an important area of
academic and social concern.

J. N. D.


